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Thank you for taking the extra step to encourage viewers of American Masters - Raúl Juliá: The World’s 
a Stage to think critically about the film and its themes, and to share their thoughts with others in their 
community. According to U.S. Census projections, it is anticipated that the U.S. Latino population will 
grow by 167% between 2010 and 2050. As the demographic landscape continues to shift, public media 
can play a significant role in building bridges of understanding by presenting audiences with trustworthy 
content and neutral spaces for meaningful dialogue. Community conversations hold tremendous 
potential to enrich our understanding of our unique and varied stories, as well as our shared values, 
forging a future as a nation whose strength lies in its diversity.  
 
This outreach guide offers themes to inspire conversation, as well as tips for planning events, 
suggestions for community partners and speakers, social media strategies and discussion questions, 
supplemental readings and free resources to accompany the film. 
 
Film Summary: This film examines the life and career of the inspiring, renowned actor, Raúl Juliá. Told in 
his own voice through archival interviews and intimate home videos, along with the words of those who 
knew him best, the film traces his personal and professional journey while showcasing rarely seen clips 
of his theater performances and scenes from his cinematic career. Ever-present as a backdrop 
throughout Raúl Juliá’s story is the cultural landscape of the entertainment world, and the boundaries 
he broke. Raúl Juliá with his big personality and distinctive accent, amassed a varied body of work that 
stands the test of time and helped pave the way for Latino actors today. American Masters - Raúl Juliá: 
The World’s a Stage is a co-presentation of VOCES and American Masters.    
 
Themes for Outreach & Topics for Discussion 

● Civil rights  
● Breaking barriers  
● Perseverance  
● Artistic craft 
● Giving back 
● Mentorship 
● William Shakespeare 

 
Community Partners 
American Masters - Raúl Juliá: The World’s a Stage presents an opportunity to strengthen or cultivate 
partnerships with community organizations whose missions are allied with the issues and themes 
explored in the film. Partners can participate in a number of ways, providing resources and expertise, 
recommending experts for roundtables or presentations, hosting events that serve the needs of their 
communities, engaging their constituents, and spreading the word about the broadcast.  
 
Organizations to consider partnerships with include: 

● Educational institutions, such as local universities, colleges, community colleges, and high 
schools, with a special focus on first generation students and the teachers that serve them; 
programs in history, drama, or Latinx Studies 

● Public libraries 
● Local film consortiums 
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● Community organizations, such as NALEO (National Association of Latino Elected and Appointed 
Officials), local Concilios; UnidosUS (formerly National Council of La Raza); MALDEF (Mexican 
American Legal Defense Fund); local chapter of MANA or Hispanic Chamber of Commerce 

● Local historical societies 
● Local youth organizations, such after-school or mentorship programs 
● Local actors guild such as a local Shakespeare acting troupe 
● Local theater company 
● Local Latino activist 

 
Speakers/Facilitators 

● Filmmaker or producer 
● Representative from partner/co-sponsor organization 
● Actor or other representative from local theater company 
● Faculty from drama or Latino studies departments at local university or college 
● Artistic Director from local theater 
● Representative from a relevant local historical society or a local expert on Latino History, 

especially as it relates to representation of Latinos in Hollywood 
 
Social Media | Tips & Ideas 

● Create a centralized Facebook event page and be sure to make all participating partners co-
hosts. This event page can be updated with the latest event updates, news, and contact 
information.  

● Consider engaging your Facebook audience by live streaming the speaker presentation and/or 
post-screening discussion via Facebook Live, Instagram or Twitter. Then promote the broadcast 
or if the event takes place after the broadcast, provide the link to watch it online at 
www.pbs.org. 

● Before or after the event, encourage followers to consider the importance of diverse actors 
being represented in mainstream Hollywood (reference the film and this study). Ask them to 
post a photo of their favorite actor of color and use the hashtags #theworldsastage or 
#diversityinhollywood. 

 
Community Conversation | Suggestions & Tips 

● Part I: Screening. Begin with brief opening remarks and screen film (approx. 1 hr 5 min). 
● Part II: Community Conversation (approx. 25-30 min). The moderator should provide guidelines 

for the conversation, such as ground rules for civility; encouraging participants to give voice to 
personal, family and community experiences; asking questions that move the conversation 
forward; and then proceed through 3-4 discussion questions, giving each one three to five 
minutes for audience members to discuss with a neighbor or in a small group. End with a 
question that inspires solution-oriented action. Spend final 10 minutes having volunteers share 
ideas or thoughts generated by questions like #7 and 8 below.  

● Speaker/Facilitator: If the opportunity is available, have an expert speaker introduce the film 
and themselves at the top of the program. Then ask this speaker to facilitate the audience 
conversation, adding their thoughts on the questions and topics at hand throughout. 

https://www.npr.org/2019/02/21/696471501/hollywood-diversity-report-finds-progress-but-much-left-to-gain
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● Audience: Station members, college or high school students, general audience, partner 
constituencies and members, arts groups, regional or local drama theaters, civic leaders, 
educators, local, regional and state policy makers 

● Promotion: Promote on air, website, e-blasts, and social media.  Distribute fliers through 
partners, in partner lobbies and send electronically to station members. 

 
Discussion Questions 
After the screening of the documentary, ask audience members to turn to a neighbor or form small 
groups of up to eight people. Ask them to identify a note taker and someone who will represent each 
group and summarize results when discussion ends. Provide the following questions with the suggestion 
that each group spend a few minutes at the beginning choosing two or three questions: 
 

1. Raúl Juliá was passionate about performing Shakespeare. Why do you think it was important to 
him? 

2. What part of this film, or aspect of Raúl Juliá’s life resonates with you most? 
3. How did Raúl Juliá gain support for other Latino actors performing in leading roles? 
4. How have Latinos in Hollywood made an impact in the television and film industry? 
5. What can Latino actors do today to make their mark? 
6. What is Raúl Juliá’s legacy? Can it be applied to other industries? Why or why not? 
7. So that Raúl Juliá is never forgotten, what lessons can we take away from his life and convey to 

future generations regarding his achievements and setbacks? 
8. What are the takeaways from this story and discussion that you might share with others? 

 
Supplemental Reading 

1. Raúl Juliá: Actor and Humanitarian by Baŕbara C. Cruz (1998) 
2. Raúl Juliá by Frank Peŕez and Ann Weil (1996) 
3. Raúl Juliá by Rebecca Stefoff (1994) 
4. Handbook for an Unpredictable Life: How I Survived Sister Renata and My Crazy Mother, and Still 

Came Out Smiling (with Great Hair) by Rosie Perez (2015) 
5. Me by Ricky Martin (2011) 

 
Additional Resources (Free) 

1. “Rita Moreno & West Side Story”: Short video clip (6:29) from the Latino Americans series on 
PBS. Clip discusses how “the smash hit West Side Story sets the story of Romeo & Juliet in the 
contemporary context of street gang turf wars. It’s a double-edged sword that reinforces 
stereotypes about Puerto Rican youth but also catapults a young Rita Moreno toward the 
highest honors in Hollywood.” Aligned with National Standards for grades 4-12. Available to 
stream for free via PBS LearningMedia. 

2. “Puerto Rico to New York”: Short video clip (7:35) from the Latino Americans series on PBS. 
“Puerto Rico is hit hard by the Depression and the U.S. implements Operation Bootstrap. The 
island experiences new industrialization but many look to use their U.S. citizenship to seek 
opportunity on the East Coast. Great numbers of Puerto Ricans move to New York, including 
Juanita Ortiz Sanabria. As they strengthen this growing community, they also confront 
challenges in their new home. Stereotypes about Puerto Ricans in general and Puerto Rican 

https://ca.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/6ba5ba5e-9d05-498f-927c-5c6218afaefb/rita-moreno-west-side-story/
https://ca.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/0c3f6554-dffb-4d21-96aa-60edcb525398/puerto-rico-to-new-york/
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youth in particular shape many of the challenges of the 1940s and 1950s.” Available to stream 
for free via PBS LearningMedia. 

3. Puerto Rican Perspectives: Lesson plan for grades 7-12 aligned with National Standards and 
available for free via PBS Learning Media.  

 
Latino Public Broadcasting Contact: Clare Pister | clare.pister@lpbp.org  
Please let us know about your station’s outreach efforts as this informs LPB’s future initiatives and 
provides data for final reports. Also, feel free to contact us with questions or suggestions to improve this 
guide. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://ca.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/12d2834f-0a67-4e28-926c-d993a2c7f01c/latino-americans-puerto-rican-perspectives-lesson-plan/#.XNni3hRKiUk

